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OLIVER  CROMWELL.
with all the ardour of a Presbyterian: " We have, with you, Religion, the Gospel, and the Covenant, against which Hell shall not prevail, much less a number of sectaries stirred up by it."1 The Royalists in the three kingdoms were encouraging this alliance as a source of deliverance ; Charles finally went to Scotland, and was crowned King; and it was high time that the English Parliament should take alarm. It was now clear that they must either invade Scotland or be invaded by Scotland. They determined upon the former course.
Oliver Cromwell had returned to London on the 3ist of May, 1650. He desired Fairfax to lead the army into Scotland, but Fairfax, controlled by his Presbyterian wife, refused to go, and resigned his commission.3 Thereupon Cromwell was appointed (June 26th) Captain-General and Commander-in-chief of all the forces raised or to be raised by authority of Parliament within the Commonwealth of England.3
While the Army preparations were going forward, Cromwell one day took Ludlow aside and discoursed to him about public affairs in that enthusiastic manner which led Sir Philip
1  Thurloe, vol. i., p. 163.
2  Fairfax was in some respects a good soldier, but he was woefully out of place in his nominal position  of  General.    He gives this  pitiable  account of  himself: "From the time they [the Army] declared their usurped authority at Triplow-Heath, I never gave my free consent to anything they did.    But being yet undischarged of my place, they set my name in way of course to all  their papers, whether I consented or not:   and  to such failings  are  all   authorities  subject. Under Parliamentary authority many injuries have been  done ; so here hath a General's power been broken and\crumbled into a levelling faction, yet even this, I hope, all impartial judges will interpret as force and ravishment of a good name, rather than a voluntary consent, which might make me equally criminal with that faction.    And if, in a multitude of words, much more in a multitude of actions, there must be some transgressions, yet I can truly say, they were never designedly or wilfully committed by me."    A Short Memorial, quoted by Harris, Life of Cromwell, p.  141.    See  the interview between Fairfax  and Cromwell  and the officers, in which they endeavoured to persuade Fairfax to go with the Army to Scotland, in Whitelock, vol. iii., p. 207, who observes :  u None of the committee [was] so earnest to persuade the General to continue his commission as Cromwell and the soldiers ; yet there was cause enough to believe that they did not overmuch desire it."
3 Whitelock, vol. iii., p. 208.